
Shukri Ahmed
Deputy Director – Office of 
Emergency and Resilience 
(OER), Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO)

Shukri leads the programmatic work in FAO 
aimed at supporting countries and communi-
ties in building and/or strengthening inclusive 
and resilient livelihood and agri-food sys-
tems, in the face of ever increasing and com-
pounding shocks and stresses. 
His previous work experiences include team 
leadership of FAO’s Global Information and 
Early Warning System (FAO/GIEWS); as a re-
search assistant at the Centre for the Study 
of African Economies (CSAE) in the University 
of Oxford; Economic and Agriculture Statis-
tician at the Central Statistical Authority in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. His main areas of work 
comprise: risk management and reduction in 
agriculture, including: risk information and 
analysis on food security and agriculture; risk 
governance with related institutional issues; 
prevention and risk reduction interventions 
and measures; and preparedness and re-
sponse, including in natural hazards, food 
chain crises, conflict and protracted crisis. 

Elodie de Warlincourt
Senior Portfolio Manager, SwissRe 
Foundation

Elodie has 19 years’ experience in project 
management in international development 
programs and humanitarian aid. Elodie joined 
the Swiss Re Foundation in August 2018 as 
Senior Portfolio Manager. Her role includes 
supporting the implementation of the strate-
gy, in particular around deepening thematic 
competences, pipeline development and im-
pact measurement. 
Elodie has a master’s degree in Philosophy and 
in Development Management. Before joining 
Swiss Re Foundation, she was Managing Direc-
tor of the African Innovation Foundation where 
she led a team focusing on an innovation com-
petition, legaltech for good and social inno-
vation. She worked for the Swiss Government 
(SECO), managing a portfolio of programs that 
supported SME finance and entrepreneurship 
in Sub-Saharan Africa and earlier developing 
SECO’s policies and ensuring representation 
at the OECD development aid committee. She 
started her career as a delegate of Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross in Kosovo 
and Eritrea. 

Lauren M. Phillips
Deputy Director – Inclusive Rural 
Transformation and Gender 
Equality Division (ESP), Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO)

Lauren is an international political econo-
mist and an expert in inclusive development, 
global governance, development finance and 
results based management. Prior to joining 
FAO in 2021, she worked in a variety of senior 
policy, strategy and advisory roles at the UN 
International Fund for Agricultural Develop-
ment (2015-2021). From 2008-2014, she was 
an Assistant Professor in the Department of 
International Relations at the London School 
of Economics (2008-2014); prior to that she 
was a Research Fellow at the Overseas Devel-
opment Institute (2005-08). She has also held 
a variety of private finance roles in the City of 
London and New York. 
Lauren holds a PhD in International Political 
Economy from the London School of Econom-
ics and master and undergraduate degrees 
from Stanford University, and is an Adjunct 
Professor at Johns Hopkins SAIS Europe.

Anna Farina
Crisis Anticipation and Disaster 
Risk Finance Operations Lead, 
Start Network

Anna Farina has been working with Start Net-
work since 2019 as Crisis Anticipation and 
Risk Finance Operations Lead, focusing on 
providing operational support to local and in-
ternational Start Network members in setting 
up Disaster Risk Finance systems in various 
countries, such as DRC, Pakistan, Philippines, 
Senegal, Zimbabwe.
Before joining Start Network Anna worked for 
four years as Head of Office at Syria Relief, 
a diaspora NGO focused on directly deliver-
ing humanitarian programmes in war torn 
Syria. Anna graduated in Finance at Bocconi 
University in Milan and took a Master at Lon-
don Business School; after that she spent 
13 years working in Investment Banking and 
Private Equity for some of the largest inter-
national institutions such as Landsbanki and 
Barclays Capital.

Mario Wilhelm
Agricultural Insurance Senior 
expert, SwissRe Foundation

Mario helps public sector stakeholders to 
address their risk management needs by 
co-creating innovative insurance solutions 
within a public-private-partnership frame-
work. Mario joined Swiss Re in 2011 and until 
recently, he was leading the Emerging Con-
sumer / Microinsurance unit. He has several 
years of experience with different internation-
al insurance and reinsurance companies. He 
started his career as a banker with a regional 
bank in Germany. 
Mario completed his Ph.D. studies at the 
University of Passau, Germany. His thesis 
focused on the adaptation strategies to dis-
asters and climate change in megacities. He 
holds a degree in Southeast Asian Studies 
and a degree in Business Administration from 
the Baden-Wuerttemberg Cooperative State 
University.
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