
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speakers’ biographical notes 

 

Day one 

 

Opening 

 

Adriano Campolina, Team Leader for the Rural Institutions, Service and Empowerment, FAO. 

Arindom Datta, Executive Director and Head of Rural & Development Banking / Advisory, Rabobank. 

Arindom Datta has been working for Rabobank for the last 15 years and has over 28 years of experience 

in Rural Finance, Cooperative, Microfinance and Agribusiness banking. Arindom is responsible for the 

sustainability banking initiatives on knowledge, risk management and business development. Arindom 

is a Mathematics honors graduate from St. Stephen’s College and has an MBA with a specialization in 

Finance and Strategy from IIM Kozhikode.  

 

Azeta Cungu, Rural Finance Officer, FAO. 

Azeta Cungu is Rural Finance Officer with FAO, based in Rome. Since joining the FAO in 2003 her work 

has focused on agricultural policy analysis and formulation, food systems development and inclusive 

rural finance. She holds a university degree (4 years) in Finance and Banking from the University of 

Tirana, Albania; an M.Sc. in Agricultural Economics from Wye College, University of London; an M.Sc. in 

Advanced Economics and a Ph.D. in Development Economics from the Catholic University of Leuven 

(Belgium).  

 

TECHNICAL SESSION 1 

Prasun Kumar Dasis, Agricultural Credit Association, APRACA. 

Prasun has been leading the Asia-Pacific Rural and Agricultural Credit Association (APRACA) for the past 

5 years as its Secretary General. Prior to this assignment, he worked as Project Manager of an IFAD 



regional grant project, Research Director for a DFID regional grant project, agricultural finance expert 

for FAO, and Associate Professor (in Agribusiness). Prasun holds a PhD in Agricultural Sciences, MBA in 

Financial Management and is a certified professional in banking and finance.  

 

Panos Varangis, Principal Agriculture Finance Specialist Financial Institutions Group, World Bank Group. 

Panos Varangis joined the FIG team in 2020, as a principal specialist in agricultural finance.  Since 2014, 

Panos has been involved in projects around the globe that facilitate financing for farmers and 

Agribusiness SMEs by working on public policy issues and financial products that involve the private 

sector. Panos holds a Ph.D. in Economics from Columbia University in New York. 

 

 

TECHNICAL SESSION 2 

Yossef Zahar, Affiliated Researcher, SEI. 

Yossef is an Affiliated Researcher for Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI); he is leading the climate 

finance strategy and implementation for Asia Pacific. In this capacity, he has been working on the 

development of innovative, regional, green financial structures, integrating blended finance, to support 

the transition of rural and vulnerable communities to sustainable, green practices.  

 

Diletta Giuliani, Associate, SYSTEMIQ. 

Diletta leads the “Finance for Nature” practice in SYSTEMIQ’s Sustainable Finance team focused on (i) 

tackling inefficiencies in financing ocean and land use systems, (ii) designing and scaling nature-

positive business models and financial solutions, and (iii.) fundraising for sustainable forest and ag 

projects.   

Hans Loth – Global Head UN Environment Partnership, Rabobank. 

Hans Loth is Global Head UN Environment Partnership at Rabobank. He is responsible for building and 
managing the bank’s new strategic partnership, which is a keystone in the bank’s global environmental 
work.  Prior to taking up his current position, Hans fulfilled various general management and strategy 
roles within the Rabobank Group. Hans started his career an international mergers and acquisitions 
lawyer at a private law firm. 
 

Claude Torre, Responsable d’Equipe Projet, AGENCE FRANÇAISE DE DÉVELOPPEMENT. 

Claude Torre is an Agro-Economist and Civil Servant at the French Ministry of Agriculture. He was 
seconded successively to the Ministries of Cooperation and Foreign Affairs, then to the AFD. During this 
period, he worked as a technical expert in Niger, Guinea, and then he was in charge of agricultural 
commodities and cooperation in Morocco. As a Project Manager at AFD, he followed commercial 
subjects then food security before joining the department of operations in 2011. He is currently  
engaged in various rural development and agricultural finance projects in Africa, Latin America and the 
Caribbean. 

Bettina Prato, Senior Coordinator, SAFIN. 



Bettina Prato is the Senior Coordinator for the Smallholder and Agri-SME Finance and Investment 
Network (SAFIN). In this capacity, she leads the network’s Secretariat as well as the community of 
around 50 institutions that it comprises.  Prato holds a PhD in political science from the University of 
California at Berkeley, a master’s degree in international affairs from George Washington University, 
and a master’s degree in oriental languages from the University of Venice, Italy.  

 

Day 2 

OPENING  

TECHNICAL SESSION 3 

 

Lisa Genasci, CEO, ADM Capital Foundation. 

Lisa Genasci is the founder and CEO of ADM Capital Foundation (ADMCF). Lisa has also helped lead 
private credit manager ADM Capital’s ESG integration, heads the ADMC ESG Committee and sits as an 
observer to the ADMC Investment Advisory Committee. She is also an ESG advisor to ADMC’s Cibus 
Funds, and an advisor to the Washington DC-based Ocean Foundation, on the Tropical Forest Alliance 
SE Asia Advisory Board, the R Collective and Hong Kong’s Clean Air Network.  

 

Alan Elizondo, CEO, FIRA. 

Alan Elizondo is CEO of FIRA, a development financial institution for the agricultural sector of the 

Mexican government managed by the Central Bank. He counts 27 years of working experience in the 

financial sector having spent most of them at the Central Bank being responsible for its financial sector 

department.  

 

Christine Negra, Principal at Versant Vision LL. 

Christine Negra, Versant Vision LLC, has over 25 years of experience as an extension agent, a soil 

scientist, and an international consultant. Specializing in climate change, sustainable agriculture, and 

integrated landscape management, Christine collaborates with development, research, and finance 

organizations to bring science into policies and markets. 

 

Amath Pathe Sene, Country Director Cote d’Ivoire, Niger, Liberia | Hub Director Coastal countries a.i. & 

Lead Regional Environment and Climate Specialist for West and Central Africa, IFAD. 

Amath Pathe Sene is the Lead Environment and Climate for West and Central Africa at IFAD. In this 
role, he oversees the regional work on mainstreaming and managing climate, environment and social 
risks throughout the regional IFAD portfolio. Prior to joining IFAD, he worked as Policy Specialist for 
the UNDP RIO+Centre, and as Regional Programme Advisor for the joint UNDP-UNEP Poverty and 
Environment Global Initiative. He holds an MSc and post-graduate degree in Rural Development, 
Sustainable Development and Natural Resources Management from Institut Agronomique 



Mediterraneen de Montpellier, France. He is an Agronomist Engineer from Ecole Nationale 
d'Agriculture de Meknes, Morocco. 
 

Mauricio Benitez, Sectorial Specialist, Food Systems, ResponsAbility Investments, AG. 

Mauricio Benitez is Sectorial Specialist, Food Systems, at ResponsAbility Investments AG, an impact 

investor with around 3.5B dollars in assets under management. In this capacity, he oversees the 

development of new investment solutions related to climate finance, sustainable food and natural 

capital, and he is currently working on a climate impact fund.  

 

Eduardo Tugendhat – Director Commercial Facilities, Natural Resource Systems. 

Eduardo Tugendhat spearheads Palladium’s catalytic role in the design and execution of Inclusive 

Growth strategies through commercial facilities structured to finance the transformation of natural 

business systems at scale. Throughout his 40-year career, Eduardo has demonstrated superior expertise 

in designing and executing market led approaches to inclusive economic growth, improved livelihoods 

and employment creation.  

 

Mariem Dkhil, Director of Sustainable Development Financing, GCAM 

Mariem works as Director of Sustainable Development Financing for GCAM. She is in charge of the 

design of innovative financing products to promote sustainable development projects, and of setting 

up an environmental and social management system. She joined Crédit Agricole du Maroc in 2006, 

and she has held several positions related to sustainable rural development. She contributed to the 

creation of GCAM’s subsidiary Tamwil El Fellah, a financing company for smallholders excluded from 

traditional bank financing. She graduated from the Paris-Grignon Institut National Agronomique and 

University of Montpellier. 

 

Nuno Santos, Senior Economist, FAO. 

 

Yuri Soares, Chief of Strategy, Knowledge and Impact at IDB Lab. 

Yuri is Chief of Strategy, Knowledge and Impact at IDB Lab where he is responsible for corporate 

strategy, developing connections and network assets, impact and measurement and strategic 

communications. He previously managed the Lab's agenda on climate and agriculture, where he 

developed a portfolio of investments in agtech and natural capital. Before joining IDB Lab, Yuri was 

Principal Advisor at the IDB Office of Evaluation and Oversight. Yuri holds a PhD in Economics from 

Michigan State University and a MA in Agricultural Economics from the University of Florida. 

 

 
  
 


