
Day 1 

WANG, Sheng, Division Director, Department of Budget and Finance, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs (MARA) 

Mr. Wang served in the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, he has a strong policy research level 
and practical work experience. Wang has long been engaged in the research of rural economic system 
and rural collective asset management policies, as well as agricultural and rural finance and insurance 
work.  

 

BEI, Duoguang, Co-Chairman of the Council Board and President, 
Chinese Academy of Financial Inclusion (CAFI) 

Bei is a professor and doctoral advisor at the Renmin University of China 
(RUC) School of Finance. A 30-year veteran in the financial sector, Bei 
previously worked at the Ministry of Finance, China Securities Regulatory 
Commission, China International Capital Corporation Limited, and 
JPMorgan. In the early 1990s, Bei was a visiting research fellow at the 
University of California, Berkeley and the Federal Reserve Bank of New 
York. Bei is a recipient of the Sun Yefang Prize for Economics, and has led 
major research projects supported by the National Social Science Fund of 
China.  

 

XU, Daohong, President and chief editor, China Rural Credit Cooperation News  

Mr.Xu  has more than 20 years of experience in agriculture related news publicity and reporting, and has 
been engaged in research and practice of the integration and development of agricultural industry, 
finance and sales for many years. 

 

CHEN, Daofu, Deputy Director General, the Financial Research Institute of 
the Development Research Center of the State Council 

Mr. Chen graduated from the Department of the People's Bank of China. 
His main research areas include monetary policy and financial reform. He 
has contributed in multiple researches conducted by the Financial Affairs 
Office of the People's Republic of China, General Office of the State Council 
of the People's Republic of China. He also participated in the research and 
discussion of the 11th Five Year Plan and the 12th Five Year Plan as well as 
the research and discussion of macro policies and financial policies of 
various ministries and commissions.  

 

 



John Joel Amimo, Head of Programmes, African Rural and Agricultural 
Credit Association (AFRACA) 

Mr. Amimo Holds a MSc. degree in Sustainable Environment Management 
from Middlesex University, London. He has a combined work experience 
spanning ten years with a diverse professional skill set ranging from project 
management, fundraising, agricultural finance, training and knowledge 
management. Prior to joining the African Rural and Agricultural Credit 
Association, he worked for several NGO’s as Project Manager, managing 

SME and Youth Oriented programmes in Kenya. Mr. Amimo later joined the Commodities Fund where 
he served as Credit and Fundraising Manager, playing a strategic role in formulating financial solutions 
targeting Agri-SME’s. During the same period, he served as Board Director (2011-2014) for the 
Canadian-based Financial Alliance for Sustainable Trade (FAST), a network of global social lenders 
involved in developing Agriculture targeting rural communities. 

SUN, Tongquan, Director, Institute of Rural Finance, Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences 

Mr Sun is researcher of the Institute of Rural Development of the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences and a doctoral supervisor. His main research areas 
are rural microfinance, rural cooperative finance, inclusive finance, rural 
organizations and systems. He is also the vice chairman of the China 
Microfinance Union.  

 

Day 2 

LIU, Tim, Managing Director, CAFI 

Tim has over a decade of experience in microfinance, financial inclusion and 
inclusive growth. Prior to CAFI, he worked at ACCION International as a lead 
specialist, and a core member of a microfinance training program funded by 
World Bank Institute and Asia Development Bank Institute in 2008-2014. Tim 
has rich experience of working in provincial government. In 2017, Tim 
attended Strategic Leadership Program of Financial Inclusion in Harvard 
Business School with scholarship. 

GAO, Hui (Helena), Consultant, CAFI  

Helena Gao, master of Finance at University of International Business and 
Economics, possesses around 20 years of HR professional experience with 
over 10 years in microfinance industry. Helena has served successively as 
Accion International China HR Head and KPMG senior HR Manager and 
currently is a consultant for CAFI, has been involved in multiple capacity 
building projects of CAFI. Helena is an accredited Strategic Human Resources 
Practices professional, certified by Cornell University. 

 



LIU, Jian, Vice President, Tencent Financial Research Institute 

Mr. Liu is a senior economist as well as the director of both the China Behavior 
Law Society and the China Banking Law Society.  He has been engaged in 
financial supervision practice and theoretical research work, and his main 
research directions are: financial supervision and financial consumer protection. 
He holds a postdoctoral in applied economics, and postdoctoral in law. 

 

CHEN, Peng, Vice President, Hunan Branch of Postal Savings Bank of China 

Mr. Chen is a doctor of economics and a postdoctoral fellow of the Financial 
Research Institute of the people's Bank of China. He has successively 
participated in the reform of rural credit cooperatives with special bills of the 
central bank, the pilot reform of China's first micro financial company, the 
pilot of rural financial reform in Lishui of Zhejiang Province of the people's 
Bank of China, and the reform of the three rural financial business department 
of postal savings bank. 

BAI, Xuemei, Vice President, CD Finance 

Prior to joining CD Finance, Ms.Bai was Vice President and Secretary-General 
at China Micro-Credit Companies Association. Ms. Bai had served at the 
headquarters of the People’s Bank of China in the capacities of Senior Staff 
Member and Principal Staff Member, and the former China Banking Regulatory 
Commission as Deputy Division Chief, Division Chief, and Deputy Inspector, 
during which she was seconded at the People’s Government of Tai’an City as a 
Deputy Mayor.  Ms. Bai holds a master degree in economics and professional 
credential of Senior Economist. 

Ms. Rashmi Pilllai, Executive Director, Financial Sector Deepening Uganda 

Rashmi Pilllai is a Financial Services Specialist with over 13 years work experience driving private sector 
led development across East Africa and South Asia. Before joining FSD Uganda, Rashmi worked as a 
Technical Specialist with CGAP at the World Bank and the Better Than Cash Alliance at UNCDF. Rashmi 
led CGAP’s global learning programs on merchant payments, innovative and scalable solutions to credit 
needs of micro, small and medium enterprises, and digital credit. With BTCA, Rashmi supported the 
Rwandan Ministry of Finance in the development and finalization of their National Payments Systems 
Strategy. 

 

 

 

 



Day 3 

Jamie Anderson, Senior Financial Sector Specialist leading rural and 
agricultural livelihoods, CGAP 

Ms. Anderson focuses on how financial services can facilitate food purchases, 
production, and processing, particularly for women. Previously she managed 
CGAP’s work across key client groups, including women, youth, and forcibly 
displaced persons, and demand-side research with smallholder households. 
Before joining CGAP, Ms. Anderson worked as a technical adviser in Rural 
Finance at the IFAD  and as an independent consultant in rural and agricultural 
finance for the Boulder Institute of Microfinance and GIZ. Her experience in 
agriculture is both on-farm in fresh-market vegetable production and in 

research with the University of California Small Farm Center. 

Niclas Benni, Rural Finance Specialist, FAO 

Niclas' work focuses mainly on digital innovation for financial inclusion, 
climate risk insurance, as well as gender and youth inclusive finance. In the 
past, he has worked for IFAD, as well as for the UNHCR and various NGOs in 
Malaysia, Lebanon and Cameroon. He holds an MSc in Development 
Economics from Bocconi University, and is a graduate of the Rural and 
Agricultural Finance Programme (RAFP) hosted by the Boulder Institute of 
Microfinance and the CABFIN Partnership.  

 WANG, Gang, Financial Solution Director, JD Digits Group (JDD) 

Gang is currently the general manager of financial institution solution center 
of JDD. Gang has successively worked in IBM and Siemens. Gang has 15 years 
of experience in IT technology, management, implementation and consulting 
in the banking industry, mainly focus on Industrial and Commercial Bank of 
China and Bank of China’s business innovation and technological innovation. 
He has participated in more than 100 financial institution system construction 
and transformation planning projects. Gang has led digital transformation 
related projects and research on domestic top 50 banks since 2018, and 

participated in the preparation of white paper on digital transformation of China's regional banks issued 
by JDD& IDC 2020. 

DING, Yu, Digital Economy Expert and China Team leader, UNCDF 

Ding Yu received his PHD in Economics in University of Cologne, in Germany in 
1999. Currently working as Digital Economy Expert for the UNCDF and leading 
the China activities. Dr. Ding Yu is working in the fields of digital financial 
inclusion, rural digital economy and sustainable finance development. Dr. Ding 
Yu started his work in international financial development cooperation in 2005, 
in German-Chinese cooperation. Worked in World Bank project to setup micro-
credit businesses in Chinese banks in 2007-2008. Since 2008, Dr. Ding Yu has 

been supporting more than 20 Chinese rural commercial banks and city commercial banks in the field of 



micro finance. Currently, Dr. Ding Yu is also Short Term Consultant for IFC to implement digital financial 
inclusion activities in China. 

LIAN, Huishan--- Operation Officer, International Finance Corporation (IFC) 
of the World Bank Group 

Huishan is leading IFC Digital Agricultural Finance advisory projects in China. 
She experiences in integrating IFC’s agrifinance methodologies with big data 
analysis and modeling, which addressed some longstanding bottlenecks in 
agricultural finance.  Huishan holds a Master degree in International Political 
Economy from London School of Economics, her main areas of work including 
digital agrifinance, microfinance, supply-china finance and climate finance. 

Prior to IFC, she worked in the Chinese Academy of Social Science (CASS).   

 Michael Hamp, Lead Technical Specialist, IFAD 

Michael Hamp holds a Ph.D. in Sociology of Agricultural Economics and a 
Master Degree in Agricultural Engineering both from the Faculty of Agriculture 
of the University of Bonn, Germany. In the 1980s and 1990s he worked for the 
Federal Ministries of Food, Agriculture and Forestry (BMELF) and of Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ) in various departments. Since October 
2018, Michael Hamp is based in New Delhi, where he has taken the technical 
responsibility for Rural Finance, Markets and Value Chain Development in Asia 

and Pacific. He became staff member of IFAD in Rome in November 2007. He was assigned as Principal 
Advisor to the Ministry of Trade and Industry for the Small and Medium Enterprise Promotion Project 
(1999-2003) in Namibia, before he joined the Central Bank of Indonesia as Principal Advisor for the 
Promotion of Small Financial Institution (ProFI) Programme er (2003-2007). 

 


