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Topic  Title  Description  Hyperlink  
Agricultural Value Chains 
in Developing Countries 
A Framework for Analysis 

The paper presents a framework for developing country 
value chain analysis made up of three components. The 
first consists of identifying major constraints for value 
chain upgrading: market access restrictions, weak 
infrastructures, lacking resources and institutional voids. In 
the second component three elements of a value chain 
are defined: value addition, horizontal and vertical chain-
network structure and value chain governance 
mechanisms. Finally, upgrading options are defined in the 
area of value addition, including the search for markets, 
the value chain- network structure and the governance 
form of the chain.  

http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/bitstr
eam/103987/2/20100036_Formatte
d.pdf  

Economic Importance of 
Agriculture for Poverty 
Reduction  

This paper seeks to identify the shared characteristics of 
twenty-five developing countries posting extraordinary 
success in reducing extreme poverty over the past twenty 
to twenty-five years in order to identify key lessons 
learned for other nations. Findings reveal that while 
economic growth generally was an important contributor to 
poverty reduction, the sector mix of growth mattered 
substantially, with growth in agricultural incomes being 
especially important. 

http://www.oecd.org/countries/gam
bia/44804637.pdf  

Catalyzing Smallholder 
Agricultural Finance 

This report identifies five primary growth pathways for 
deploying investment to address smallholder finance 
demand: (i) replicate and scale existing financing models, 
such as the one proven by social lenders; (ii) innovate 
new 
financial products beyond short-term export trade finance; 
(iii) finance out-grower schemes of multinational buyers in 
captive value chains; (iv) finance through alternate points 
of aggregation in the value chain; and (v) finance directly 
to farmers. 

http://dalberg.com/documents/Cata
lyzing_Smallholder_Ag_Finance.pd
f  

Analyzing agricultural 
financial markets   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Financing Agricultural 
Marketing: the Asian 
Experience  

This paper reports on an exploratory study of how traders 
and processors of grains and horticultural produce in Asia 
finance their marketing activities and how they use that 
finance.  It considers ways in which banks could make 
their products more attractive to traders and proposes 
further research to increase our understanding of the 
financial needs of those involved in agricultural marketing 
and primary processing. 

http://www.fao.org/3/a-y5397e.pdf  

AgFiMS Tanzania 2011 
Headline Findings  

The Agricultural Finance Markets Scoping (AgFiMS) is a 
country by country diagnostic tool which researches 
collates and presents data on the demand for and supply 
of financial services in the agricultural sector. This 
document provides an overview of the key findings of the 
2011 AgFiMS for Tanzania.  

http://www.fsdt.or.tz/fileadmin/eboo
ks/AgFiMSTanzania2011/index.ht
ml#/0 

Agricultural Finance 
Yearbook 2012 – 
Transformation of the 
Agricultural Sector: The 
Critical Role of 
Agricultural Finance  

This paper examines various initiatives which have been 
taken to improve financial sector support to investment 
and business operations in the Ugandan agricultural 
sector in 2012. This Yearbook includes topics such as 
agricultural value chains, policy options for increasing 
agricultural export earnings, approaches to supporting 
Savings and Credit Cooperatives (SACCOs) as well as 
the case for Land Inventorization for mapping land 
holdings.   

http://www.ruralfinance.org/fileadmi
n/templates/rflc/documents/giz2013
-0643en-uganda-agricultural-
finance-yearbook-2012-1.pdf  

What do we really know 
about the number and 
distribution of farms and 
family farms in the world? 

The agricultural economics literature provides various 
estimates of the number of farms and small farms in the 
world. This paper is an effort to provide a more complete 
and up to date as well as carefully documented estimate 
of the total number of farms in the world, as well as by 
region and level of income. 

http://www.fao.org/docrep/019/i372
9e/i3729e.pdf  

 

Rural and Agricultural 
Finance: Taking Stock of 
Five Years of Innovations 

This paper researches and categorizes the principal 
challenges facing the agricultural and rural sectors, and 
takes stock of the financial services initiatives around the 
world since 2006 that form part of the “innovations 
frontiers” in addressing these challenges. Its primary goals 
are to 1)  
Define a model for agricultural and rural finance that is 
inclusive of agricultural value chains, agribusiness firms 
and households, 2) Frame the rural/agricultural finance 
discussion from the perspective of demand for finance 
rather than the more common focus on supply, and 3)  
Categorize innovations that show promise in addressing 
the problems referred to above.  

https://www.microlinks.org/sites/mi
crolinks/files/resource/files/Rural_A
gricultural_Finance_Innovations.pd
f  

Principles for the 
Design of Agricultural 
Finance Products 
 
 
 

Better Insights for Better 
Products: Lessons 
Learned from 3 Applied 
Product Innovation 
Projects in Branchless 
Banking   

This presentation outlines lessons learned from CGAP in 
applying customer-centric design methodologies (inspired 
by the human-centered design approach) to branchless 
banking in order to achieve better financial service 
offerings for the poor. The presentation focused on 
experiences in Applied Product Innovation projects in 

http://www.slideshare.net/CGAP/ap
i-better-insights-for-better-products  
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Brazil, Mexico and Uganda, with a variety of partners 
including large-scale commercial banks and MNOs as well 
as specialized design firms.  

Bootcamp Bootleg  This compilation designed by Stanford University is 
intended as an active toolkit to support your design 
thinking practice, drawing on human-centered design 
principles. It is a tangible toolkit which focuses on 
supporting seven mindsets which are vital attitudes for a 
design thinker to hold.  

http://dschool.stanford.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2011/03/Bootcamp
Bootleg2010v2SLIM.pdf  

Innovative Products and 
Adaptations for Rural 
Finance 

The paper presents rural financial products and 
innovations 
which improve the management of these products. It gives 
some details on products designed to finance farmers, 
such as agricultural investment loans or loans against 
warehouse receipts, and on products geared to serve rural 
households in general that include adapted 
microenterprise loans, savings and remittances. It 
explores innovations in processes based on new 
technologies like credit scoring or the use of handheld 
computers in loan analysis and design. It includes case 
studies focused on Latin America and Bangladesh.   

http://www.ruralfinance.org/fileadmi
n/templates/rflc/documents/115279
3082865_innovative_products.pdf  

Kilimo Salama – Index-
based Agriculture 
Insurance: A Product 
Design Case Study  

The objective of this case study is to describe the design 
and implementation of an index-based agricultural 
insurance product targeting rural farmers in Kenya. The 
Kilimo Salama (―Safe Agricultureǁ‖ in Kiswahili) product 
has been successful in protecting farmers against risks 
from drought or excessive rainfall, both of which can have 
disastrous effects on the harvest. Beyond the focus on 
product design, this case also discusses lessons learned 
since the product‘s launch, how the product is expected to 
evolve in future versions, and scalability. 

http://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connec
t/2de52e004958606ba2bab719583
b6d16/Kilimo+Salama%E2%80%9
3Index-
based+Agriculture+Insurance-
Final.pdf?MOD=AJPERES  

Tailoring a Financial 
Risk Management 
Strategy for the 
Agricultural Portfolio 
  
 

Managing Risk and 
Designing Products for 
Agricultural Microfinance  

Drawing on a few significant, successful experiences in 
various developing countries, this paper offers a model, 
termed agricultural microfinance, for providing financial 
services to poor, rural farming households. This model 
combines the most relevant and promising features of 
traditional microfinance, traditional agricultural finance and 
other approaches, including leasing, area-based 
insurance, use of technology and existing infrastructure 
and contracts with processors, traders and 
agribusinesses, into a hybrid defined by ten main features. 

http://www.ifad.org/ruralfinance/pub
/risks.pdf  

Managing Risk and 
Designing Products for 
Agricultural Microfinance  

Drawing on a few significant, successful experiences in 
various developing countries, this paper offers a model, 
termed agricultural microfinance, for providing financial 
services to poor, rural farming households. This model 
combines the most relevant and promising features of 
traditional microfinance, traditional agricultural finance and 
other approaches, including leasing, area-based 
insurance, use of technology and existing infrastructure 
and contracts with processors, traders and 
agribusinesses, into a hybrid defined by ten main features. 

http://www.ifad.org/ruralfinance/pub
/risks.pdf  

Portfolio Risk 
Management  

This module from FAO’s Rural Finance course provides 
an overview of strategies for risk analysis for agriculture 
and rural loan portfolios  

See Course Materials 

Rapid Agricultural Supply 
Chain Risk Assessment: 
A Conceptual Framework 

This paper provides a conceptual framework and set of 
detailed guidelines for conducting a system-wide 
assessment of risk, risk management, and vulnerability 
within agricultural (commodity) supply chains. Such 
assessments would collect and compare risk factors and 
response opportunities involving the broad range of supply 
chain participants, including private and public sector 
support service providers and the broader enabling 
environment (e.g., macroeconomic, trade, and regulatory 
policies). 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/I
NTARD/Resources/RapApRisk_co
mbined_web.pdf  

Tailoring a Financial 
Risk Management 
Strategy for the 
Agricultural Portfolio 
  
 

Family Income and Cash 
Flow of Rural Households 
in South East Nigeria: A 
Comparative and Gender 
– Based Analysis 

This study focused on the income generating capacity of 
farm family’s own resources and examined the 
vulnerability to financial risk among the remote and peri-
urban farming systems of Imo state.  A gender perspective 
is given by making a comparison of male and female 
headed households in remote farming systems. 

http://www.ijamad.com/1(4)/ijamad-
5-1(4).pdf  

Institutional 
Transformation – Story of 
XacBank of Mongolia  

This case study describes a successful transformation of 
Mongolia’s XacBank from a non-bank financial institution to a 
commercial bank, and its ascendance as a leader in providing 
innovative and socially responsible services to Mongolian 
citizens.  

http://www.undp.org/content/dam/u
ndp/library/Poverty%20Reduction/
Participatory%20Local%20Develop
ment/Mongolia_XacBank_web.pdf  

Information and 
Communication 
Technology and 
Microfinance: Options for 
Mongolia 

The main objective of this article is to review literature on the 
application of Information and Communication Technology 
(ICT) solutions in microfinance and analyze the possible use of 
ICT solutions for expanding microfinance services to rural 
remote areas by looking at the challenges and issues in the 
case of Mongolia. 

http://www.adbi.org/files/2006.02.d
p42.ict.microfinance.mongolia.pdf  
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