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Rural and Agricultural Finance Course 

Outline of Module 1:  Rural and Agriculture Finance Overview   
 

 

Topics Objectives 

By the end of the block, 

participants will: 

Teaching Aids 

including 

Facilitator ‘s 

Notes 

Reading Material 

in Binder 

(doc # if listed) 

Reference 

material on 

CD Rom 

(not printed 

in binder) 

(doc # if 

listed) 

Introduction and 

welcome 

Provide clarity of course 

expectations, materials level 

of teaching 

PowerPoint Cover 

Module (Folder 0) 

Syllabus 

 

 

Block 1:  45 

minutes 
 

Rural and 

agriculture finance 

overview 

 

� Introductions, 

agenda and 

tabling of 

course 

expectations 

� Brief 

background of 

RF 

 

To provide the participants 

with an understanding of 

problems of rural people 

accessing the financial 

services and special 

challenges of rural areas that 

are traditionally associated 

with rural and agricultural 

credit directed to the poor.  

Power Point 

presentation (Slides 

# 1-25) 

 

 

• ”Rethinking 

Rural Finance: 

A Synthesis Of 

The Paving The 

Way Forward 

For Rural 

Finance 

Conference” 

21 pp 

(Carter/Waters 

2004) 

(Doc 1.1) 

 

“Rural 

Finance and 

Poverty 

Alleviation” - 

Manfred 

Zeller and 

Manohar 

Sharma. 32 

pp (Inns 

1998) 

(Back 1.1) 

 

Block 2:  45 

minutes 

 
• Role of RF  in 

poverty 

reduction 

leading to rural 

development 

• Rural finance 

history and 

lessons learned 

• Rural finance: 

approaches and 

actors involved 

To provide an awareness of 

the importance of rural 

finance in development and 

the difficult history and 

learning that has taken place.  

The session also introduces 

the many approaches for 

providing rural financial 

services. 

Power Point 

presentation (Slides 

# 26-40) 

 

 History of 

Rural Finance 

(Back 1.2) 

 

Agricultural 

training 

manual FAO 

(Back 1.3) 

 

 

Block 3:  45 

minutes 

 
Key challenges in 

RF 

To understand thoroughly the 

challenges and issues in rural 

finance. 

Power Point 

presentation (Slides 

# 41-52) 

• Key Challenges 

in Rural Finance 

(Miller)  

  (Doc 1.2) 
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Block 4:  45 

minutes 
Adapting to meet 

the challenges 

 

Work on the case study to 

increase the awareness of 

risks and challenges 

associated with agricultural 

lending. 

 

Issues and 

Challenges in 

Providing Rural 

Finance Services in 

Harmenistan 

 

 Lesson 1 

RFLC  

(Back 1.4) 

Block 5: 15 

minutes 
 

• Review of the 

day by a 

participant 

volunteer 

• Daily 

evaluation 

• Readings for 

next day 

 

 

Understand level of 

comprehension and 

participant suggestions from 

feedback discussion.  A 

volunteer for each day will 

also be chosen to present next 

morning’s summary of 

previous day’s key learning 

points.  

 

 

  

Note: 15 min - Coffee /Tea Break after Block 2 

 

 

Key Teaching points and objectives of the module 10 
 

Block 1 - To make the participants aware of one of the most critical issues, both for the client and in managing 

financial intermediaries: liability management and savings mobilization. 

Block 2 – To list the main sources of funds other than savings. To describe the main characteristics of 

“remittances” focusing the attention on the special issues related to rural and agricultural finance (RAF), always 

in the perspective of diversifying the sources of funds. 

Block 3 - To make the participants aware of the critical role of innovations and product development.  

 

Block 4 - To summarize what really matters for a good implementation of RAF, taking into account the role of 

innovation. 

 


